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Foreign Countries, 75c. 


The “THE following quotation is selected from an advertise- 
. | ment which recently appeared in a weekly contem- 
Value of a porary. In making this selection we are not in the 
least biased by personal or business relations with 
the firm who inserted it; in fact, our attention was 
first called to it when it was reprinted as reading 
matter by an English magazine: 


Guarantee. 


‘‘The ordinary stamp collector is not an expert. When he buys he must, to a greas 
extent, rely upon the honesty and knowledge of the dealer with whom he trades. Dealert 





whose announcements are admitted to the columns of reputable periodicals must be known 
as honest before the publishers will accept th advertising. Presuming that the dealer 
with whom you trade is honest ; intentions, there are still to be considered his adzlity 
to make 1 what he ntees and h knowledg f stamp 

‘Suppose you buy a stamp to-day and five years from n yw you discover something the 
matter with it. Will the dealer who sold it to you make good his guarantee? Are you 
buying it from an established, reliable concern, or from some man or boy who is dealing in 
stamps as a recreation, to make a little money evenings, who is in the stamp business to-day 
with the best of intentions, but wl will be, fi years from now—perhaps in the stamp 
busines Ten to on mot, a a ivert Q )] t yi t pap with 
those of five years ago will testify Of what | ble permanent value is the ‘ guarantee’ 
of any concern that is notint tamp business to sf 

‘ But a guarant hould r mething re than that t aler wiil refund your 
money if the stamy t allright. | ld mean that it ¢s right, that t leal nows it 
is right. That is where knowledge of stamp unts. A successiul stamp dealer must be not 
only a good business man, but a student of stamps—a philatelist in the best sense of the 
word, No permanently suc ful stamp business was ever built upon any other lines. The 
concern W ) pays attention only to dollars and none to stamps, which considers its stock 
only ‘as y other kind of rchandise,’ wh bases its guarantees on the s« es trot 
which tl tamry am the knowledge of others, the ‘ten-day’ limit of a snap’ picked 
up at so alct sal that yncern Is sowing a arvest I disapp tn sy { - 


tomers to reap.”’ 


There is much food for thought in these lines and the matter is very 
well expressed er > ae 5 

It is not probable that any of the dealers, whose names appear on the 
advertising pages of philatelic periodicals, would nowingly sella bogus 
stamp ‘They have no intention of being dishonest, but they stop at that. 
Intentions, probably, are very well in their way—in fact, they are reputed 
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to have served as pavement for a certain broad and much traveled road,— 
but we get more practical results from knowledge. “ Knowledge is power.’ 
There is more value in a single “I know” than in ascore of ‘‘I guess.” 
But knowledge means time and money spent in studying. collecting and 
comparing. ‘The men who have such knowledge must be paid to exercise it 
and you, in turn, must pay for it, if you expect to benefit by it. 

‘lhe collector who buys his stamps from long established firms does not 
get as large discounts, or as many ostensible bargains, as are offered him by 
more ephemeral concerns but he does get the benefit of long years of busi- 
ness experience and of expert knowledge of stamps. When the time comes 
to sell his collection, he will not have the unpleasant experience of seeing 
more or less of his supposed treasures thrown in the waste basket 

Nothing for nothing is usually given in this world. If you want know- 
ledge you must be prepared to pay for it; if you prefer to purchase good in- 
tentions, you may find that you have paid a large price for a commodity of 
little value. There is an old adage about the cost of tuition at the school of 
experience. ‘ Fifty per cent discount” has a very attractive sound. but no 
dealer can afford to give such a discount, except on occasions, and not take 
an unfair advantage of someone. Either the man from whom he buys or the 
man to whom he sells must suffer. 

The man who deals in stamps as an evening occupation, a side issue or 
merely because he must dw something for a living and thinks this is an easier 
business than many others, is not likely to become an expert and someone 
will be the looser by his blunders. The man who sells you a stamp about 
which he kuows nothing, any more than that it “looks all right” or because 
it “came out of a fine collection,” probably does not intend to cheat you, but 
he frequently does, just the same. Ten years hence, when he is out of busi- 
ness and you discover that you have paid good money for worthless articles, 
it will be very small satisfaction to know that the vender ‘meant well.” 

It is a good thing to have the guarantee of a firm who will, at any time, 
repay the cost of a stamp, which they may have sold you without knowing it 
to be bad; but it is a much better thing to have the guarantee of a firm, who 
know the stamp to be good when they sell it and so do not need to refund in 
the future 

It may-be thought that, like the boy in the fable, we are crying “‘ Wolf !” 
when no danger is near, but could our readers see the things which are sent 
us, almost daily, for examination, they would be convinced that the danger 
is real and present.—J. N. L. 

















Our English Letter. 


By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL. 





LONDON, tath, Dec. 1903. 

Our new Gibbons catalogue is out, and I have hada general glance 
through it. Of course the great question in a new catalogue is one of prices, 
and especially in our Gibbons which has been a little frisky in that direction. 
The general impression left on my mind after a brief examination is that in 
most cases where there is what may be termed a sufficient ‘in sight” avail- 
able supply of a stamp Gibbons has continued the pricing down process 
which it started back in 1899. If the process continues, in some stamps, 
collectors will be able to get them on “ presentation of their cards.” 


But there some are stamps, many stamps, and the number is every“year 
increasing, which neither Gibbons nor any other catalogue can price down 
without facing serious loss. Such stamps are mostly advanced a stage or two 
in the inevitable upward direction. 


Here, then, is a pleasant little employment for the leisured collector. 
Take Gibbons and note what stamps have been regularly advanced in price 
and make a note thereof. and look into your own collection. If you have 
not got those stamps make up your mind that the price is not likely to turn 
more in your favor, for it is confessed on all hands that this season has been 
one of the very worst, if not the worst, that stamps have known on this side 
of the Atlantic Hence, to stimulate sales it is more than probable that Gib- 
bons, priced as it is by a shrewd business man with his finger on the pulse of 
the market every day in the year, has lowered prices intentionally wherever 
he could. Any way, that is my impression, and I make special mention of 
it in order that the collector may realise that this is the day of his opportun 
ity, if he has the courage to buy on a falling market. Some year or so later 
on, when prices have begun to mount up and up, as they most surely will, 
collector after collector will be saying “‘Oh, why was I such a fool as not to 
fill up my blanks when the dealer was hard up for business and anxious to 


sell !” 


Some people very much object to this continual jumping about of prices. 
The small dealer, and indeed most dealers when it was started, cried out ter- 
ribly. Now they are getting accustomed to the process. And, as there are 
compensations to the knowing ones, there is not so much profanity in the 
philatelic thoroughfare ie., in the Strand, as there used to be when a new 
Gibbons was issued The compensations consist of rises here and there 
alongside the drops. One stamp of a series may be dropped from 1§3s to 7s, 
6d and the dealer who is well stocked gets ready to swear in his very best 
style But the next stamp, of which he has still a better stock, he finds has 
been suddenly trebled in price after sticking at a nominal figure for years. 
And so the game goes merrily on, 
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LONDON, 19th December, 1903. 


Prices at auctions are not very brilliant with us yet. They suffer from 
the prevailing quietness of trade generally. And I am told thata good many 
bargains have been picked up by those who have the cash to spare and the 
courage to buy, but the average man will prefer to put off his buying until 
things are more lively and, as he will put it, more encouraging for a fellow to 
launch out in stamps. Then there will be plenty of buyers and a very 
appreciable proportion will be the very men who want the stamps to-day. 


It is no use throwing out hints to people generally that now is the time to 
enrich ones collection cheaply. They apparently preferthe sociability of 
going in when others are at it. But the few wise ones quietly fill up their 
blanks and add a few other countries in these times, and when the rush comes 
and they are comparing notes with fellow collectors they are able to smile at 
the record prices at which some good folks are building up their pages. 


I suspect that Mr Castle will have choked a few timorous ones off 
Austrailian new issues, especially those of the New Zealand caste And the 
silly ones who follow his advice will be paying through the nose later on for 
what they can pick up at new issue rates to-day The knowing ones, all the 
same, are taking particular care that they do not miss avariety I heard the 
other day of a prominent collector who scoured the whole of London for a 
small variety and at last ran a block of four to earth at new issue rates, and 
now we hear that of that variety only one sheet was issued. Besides, it is a 
most curious phenomenon that new issues have a way of growingold Even 
the great “Post Office’ Mauritius was once only a few hours old, and of 
course you know it was made an error for private ends by a‘ venal” postal 
administration. 


Our friends of the ‘“‘venal” persuasion in Seychelles seem to be content 
for the present with their three surcharges on the kings head series, but we 
have not heard, as yet, of the restoration of the normal 3c. A good bit of at- 
tention has been paid to Seychelles of late. apparently since Mr. Ehrenbach 
discovered the two dies in the first series. It is not a bad little country de- 
spite its “venal” propensities in the surcharging direct on. What a pity it is 
that they cannot hang a few of the gang of speculators who infest the colony 

Some day we shall have specialist writing up the country, and I suspect we 
shall then hear of varieties which have not yet found their way into the cat 

alogue, why I know not. We chronicle the short “1” in ‘ Gibraltar”, 
1889 issue but why not the much more pronouneed short ‘Tr’ in ‘CeENTs’ in 
the 36 cents on 45c; of 1896 of Seychelles ? 


Lonpon, 26th Dec., 1903. 
Ihere seems to be an idea abroad that Australian current issues perf. 11 
ave going to be scarce, if not even rare in one or two cases. A collector here 
got information from what he says is a most reliable source that of the West- 
ern Australia 2s only one sheet was done on the perf. 11 machine. I am 
very sceptical, for I happen to know that after hunting about for a copy he 



















5 


came upon Gibbons’ stock with a good supply priced only double face, 
and that he only took a block of four. I rather think there are not very 
many collectors who would not have cleaned out Gibbons at the price, and 
laid them by if they had very much faith in their information. Such little 
pickings are welcome enough to most collectors for, even apart from the 
speculative spirit, they give the collector more money to spend on his collec- 
tion, and very few would turn aside from such a chance. 


I see by the Australian Journal of Philately that orders are said to have 
been given that no more stamps are to be perforated on the 11 machine at 
Melbourne, but the Victorian postal department is a curiously conducted af- 
fair. If Mr. Castle had gone for it instead of New Zealand he would prob- 
ably have found some real cause for righteous indignation. However, to be 
on the safe side it may be just as well for collectors to secure all the perf. 11 
while they are to be had at current rates. It is never safe to postpone col- 
lecting varieties of current issues. To doso is to risk being made to pay 
high prices later on. 


I am very much amused over a paragraph in the Australian Journal of 
Philately about the high value Postage Dues. That generally well informed 
journal scouts the idea of the necessity of the 1¢s and acs, and adds that 
those officials, whose duty it is to handle the PD's, and who have been in 
the department since their introduction, have never seen them. They area 


‘ 


speculative issue pure and simple and a disgrace to the Commonwealth.” 
The Monthly Journal after quoting a statement that these values have not 
yet been issued, adds “* Let us hope they never will be.” 


Well now, as to the necessity for such high values of Postage Dues a little 
fact is worth a column of diatribes during the present state of disturbed phila- 
telic imaginations. I have in my collection a 5s Postage Due of the blank 
space. or first Commonwealth issue, which was one of a pair given me bya 
London City merchant trading with Australia, and this par came off the 
ordinary correspondence of his firm. I separated the pair because one of the 
stamps was damaged. My friend told me that such high values were not un- 
known in the case of his firm My copy is cancelled with the Adelaide post- 
mark and is dated “ Ja, 2, 3.” 


LONDON, 2nd January, 1904. 

It looks as if this year of grace is to be with us more or less an Italian 
year, philatelically. Dr. Diena, the eminent Italian specialist, has for years 
devoted his attention to the issues of his own country, and various arrange- 
ments are now on foot to secure his results for publication in English book 
form. He has undertaken to write up the issues of Modena for the PAs/atelic 
Record, incorporating his latest researches. ‘These articles will run from 
month to month in the 1904 vol. of the Record. 


Modena is a most interesting country, for it is full of those varieties that 
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‘tempt the specialist to go deeply into it. There is plenty of material in the 
hands of several great specialists—one or two of the Italian princes, Dr. 
Diena and the Earl of Crawford. At one of our meetings of the London 
Philatelic Society, a session or so ago, the Earl of Crawford showed us some 
of his Modena sheets, or rather blankets, for I never saw such enormous 
sheets of stamps in a collection before. They were eye-openers to most of 
us, but then the Earl started as a specialist with Italian States, and his friend- 
ship with the great Italian collectors soon opened the way to his acquisition 
of a grand accumulation. 


Besides Modena, Dr. Diena has a very important work on the little one 
horse issue of Sicily which will be published this year by Gibbons, and I am 
told that it will be one of their finest handbooks. Just fancy to what a stage 
of philatelic study we are getting when a small one issue State allows scope 
for a bulky handbook all to itself. Some day, perchance, we shall have 
monographs on each of the separate issues of great countries. As a writer 
I feel that way inclined myself, if only each day would but lengthen out into 
48 hours instead of the short 24 to which we are usually treated. 


Other Europeans are more or less still under a cloud. No one seems to 
give much attention to them now, except one Mann with his £30,000 Castle 
collection. There is also a little flutter in French issues, always more of a 
favorite with us than the German States. 


The great boom in Europeans which has been prophesied for the last 
decade, is yet to come, but somehow or another something is continually in 
terfering with its overdue arrival. At present the continued depression 
in Germany seriously interferes with German buying. I am also told that 
German collectors still cling to their old preference for used stamps, making 
as they do a speciality of getting the various and very interesting old cancel- 
lations. 


LONDON, gth January, 1924. 
I have had a very amusing circular from your side concerning a new 
album, “ designed exclusively for the unsurcharged stamps of Great Britain 
and Colonies,”” and I am presumed to give ita send off in the English maga- 
zines for which | write. This explanatory circular must have been written 
by some one recently very much out of sorts in the brain department. He 
says, “‘ Out of a total of 2215 catalogued stamps, morethan 125 per cent. are 
but varieties, surcharges and rubbish.” On this side of the water we have a 
little difficulty in understanding how out of every 100 stamps 125 can be rub- 
bish. I guess that this genius must have some way of peeling a stamp into 
two 


Then, on another page of this precious document, we are assured that 
“* from a pecuniary point of view surcharges are an unprofitable investment, 
as when sold again but a small portion of their original cost can be obtain- 
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ed.’ The man must be a real humourist. And, forsooth, the album is dub- 
bed “ Royal.” Don’t you think you might provide some quiet asylum for 
these anti-surcharge cranks. 


Talking of albums, we are indebted to your side for a very promising 
rival to the album. It is an adaptation of the card filing system which is 
now being very largely used in our commercial houses. In future we are to 
be persuaded to utilize the same system for preserving our stamps. Some 
three or four years ago the inventor called on me and we spent several even- 
ings going into the idea but, as he insisted on “ one stamp, one card,” which 
he called “finality,” we agreed to differ, and I refused to write up such a 
cranky notion and tried to persuade him not to waste his money on it. And 
there the matter, as I thought, had dropped. 


But Messrs. Lawn & Barlow, anew firm of stamp dealers with premises 
in the swell thoroughfare of Regent Street, have actually started the manu- 
facture and sale of this “one stamp one card” system. We have had several 
discussions, and the result is they are convinced that they must open out the 
plan into larger cards, more in the direction of album pages. Therefore they 
are preparing two larger sizes, one four inches by six inches, and the other six 
inches by nine inches ___I have been testing the plan and I am bound to con 
fess that I believe it will settle the album question. The plan is simple and 
easily adaptable to all kinds of individual needs, likes and dislikes, in arrange- 
ment. You can crowd your stamps on one page or card or display them one 
series on a card, in fact, to put it briefly, it possesses all the advantages of 
the movable leaf album with the addition of greater compactness and greater 
facility for reference and the absolute absence of friction. You pull out a 
drawer in a cabinet and that one drawer holds 250 cards, or the equivalent 
of three bulky albums. New cards can be added anywhere without rearrang- 
ing the drawer. This is an obvious advantage over the movable leaf album 
which will only hold a given number of leaves. So that when a fresh issue is 
started a fresh card is dropped into its place. When I have thoroughly tested 
the plan I shall be able to give my experience for the benefit of my fellow 
collectors.{ {The system is known as the “ Cistafile.”’ 











Notes Upon Stamps and their Varieties. 


By Gro. L. Toppan. 


Copyrighted. All rights reserved. 


[Continued from page 421.]| 


NotTe:—We regret to say that, in the last instalment of this article, the 
two first cuts upon page 414, Figs. 132 and 133, were inadvertently trans- 
posed. If our readers will simply alter the figures under the cuts the error 
will be corrected. 


Cape of Good Hope 


1861. 





Fig. 166. 


The errors of color of the “ wood blocks ” are very generally known. A 
cliche of the 1d. (Fig. 166) was inserted, by error, in the plate of the 4d. and 
a 4d in the plate of the 1d. This naturally, resulted in stamps of each value 
being printed in the color of the other. 


CAPE OF COOD HOPE 


POSTACE ONE PENNY 


Fig 167. Fig. 168, 


The rectangular stamps, issued in this year, are to be distinguished from 
the later issues by the fact that a fine outer line of color surrounds them. 
(Fig. 167). In the later issues, commencing in 1871 with the 1d. value, 
this line is omitted. (Fig. 168.) 





CE FOUR PENCE 


Fig. 169. 


3d on 4d.—There are two errors of surcharge (Fig. 169) as follows: 
Var. 1—“ THR. EE”’ instead of “ THREE.” 
Var. 2.—‘‘ Pence” instead of “ Pence.” 


Yad on 3d.—A variety exists in which the “ p” of “pENNY” has been 
omitted. 


Fig. 171. 


242d on 3d —A variety exists in which the figure “1” of “ } 
straight serif. 


> 


ce 


1d on 2d.—A variety exists in which there is no period after 





Cape Verde 


4or.—The plate of this value (Fig. 173) contains, through error, a stamp 
inscribed “ MOCAMBIQUE” instead of “‘CABO VERDE.” This error, however, 
is not recognizable unless it is se tenant with the stamp bearing the “ caso 
VERDE ”’ inscription, as it was correctly issued for Mozambique in the same 


colors. 


Ceylon. 


1886. 








25c.—An error of this stamp is known in which the numerals of value, 
wh ch are printed separately in this, as well as the 15c. and 28c. stamps, ap- 
pear in olive-yellow instead of brown. (Fig. 174.) 








Fig. 175. 


5c. on 1§c.—Two errors in the surcharge upon this stamp (Fig. 175) 
are known, as follows: 

Var. 1.—‘‘ FLve” instead of “ Five”. 

Var. 2.—The word “ REVENUE ” is omitted. 
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5c. Lithographed.—Notwithstanding the early date of issue of the 
stamps of this type the fact that they were ever produced by the lithographic 
process remained unknown until 1902, when attention was first generally 
called tothem by Mr E D_ Bacon in a paper upon “ The 1853 to 1867 
Issues of Chili” read before the Philatelic Society, London, and afterwards 
published in the London Philatelist. 

The subject is so full of interest that we take the liberty of reproduc 
ing in full that section which treats of this particular series * 

‘“*] have now an important discovery to make known in connection with 
the printing of some of these early stamps Very soon after I commenced 
collecting Chili stamps with the view of writing the present paper, my friend 
Mr T. W. Hall showed me a postmarked pair of the five centavos value that 
had been sent to him by Mr John N. Luff, of New York. The right-hand 
stamp of this pair had acurious break about the centre of the outside frame- 
line at the top, and Mr. Luff, with his usual acumen, pointed out that he did 
not see how this flaw could occur in a stamp printed from a line-engraved 
plate, and if he was right in his conjecture, could this particular pair, he 
asked, have been printed by lithography? I submitted the stamps to more 
than one practical printer in London, including Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & 
Co.,and they were all of the opinion that the pair showed unmistakable 
signs of having been printed from a lithographic transfer taken from the 
engraved plate. Since then Mr. Hall and myself, by dint of constant search- 
ing, have come across other specimens, and amongst these are two or three 
stamps which show even more pronounced flaws than the one I have de- 
scribed 

We know from an extract from a report of the Minister of the Interior 
a translation of which I shall give further on,** that the Santiago printers 
found great difficulty at first in producing the stamps from Messrs | erkins 
Bacon & Co’s engraved plates, and there can be absolutely no doubt that in 
the case of the five centavos value they took a transfer from the plate and 
printed a certain number of the stamps by lithography. In laying the 
transfer paper on the stone slight folds or rucks occurred in a few places, 
which accounts for the abnormal varieties sometimes met with; just as in the 
examples of the lithographed fourpence Western Australia of the first issue, 
and the one-third and three groschen stamps of Oldenburg of January, 1861, 
we find specimens of a similar nature. 

Iam unable to say for certain to which printing of 1854 the litho- 
graphed stamps belong, but I think it is probable that after taking trial im- 
pressions from the plate of the five centavos in June, it was decided to try to 


*Cf. The London Philatelist, Vol. X\1, (1902), pp. 162—164, 
**As this possesses no general interest we omit it. 
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print the stamps by lithography. The result was so indifferent that it was 
probably quickly abandoned, and then the stamps of August and October 
were printed direct from the plates. We know, at any rate, that the ten 
centavos stamps printed in the two last months must have been made from 
the plate, as a most diligent search by Mr. Hall and myself has not resulted 
in the discovery of a single lithographed stamp of this value. If my surmise 
is correct, the number of the lithographed five centavos stamps was, there- 
fore, 155.520. 

The color of the lithographed five centavos varies from pale to dark 
brown, and also from pale to dark orange-brown. Ihe impression, as in all 
lithographs, has an appearance of flatness, and the details of the engire- 
turned background are very confused and indistinct, and there are sometimes 
blotches of color about the design Still, notwithstanding these defects, it 
requires a practised eye to pronounce a decision in some instances as to 
whether a particular specimen is lithographed or is printed direct from the 
plate. 

I will now give a description of the abnormal varieties Mr. Hall and I 
have jointly met with :* 

Var. 1—The whole of the bottom part of the design has been rucked 
up, so that the stamp measures 21% instead of 23mm. in height. The top 
part of the letters “ ENTA ” of “ ceNTAVOs"’, the middle part of the letter ‘ c”’ 
and the bottom part of the letters “ vo” of that word have entirely diappear 
ed. 

Var. 2.—The lower part of the numeral “5” is smaller and is of a dif- 
ferent shapefrom the ordinary. The letters “ HILE”’ of “ CHILE” are smaller, 
and there is a break in the outer frame line of the stamp at the right side, a 
little above the letter “‘s” of ‘ CENTAVos.” 

Var. 3.—Break in the outer frame-line of the stamp, beneath the space 
between the letters ““a’”’ and “v” of “‘cenravos.”’ The letters “cent ”’ 
and left half of the “a’’ of “‘cENTAvos”’ are smaller and misshapen. There 
is, also, a break in the outer frame-line of the stamp at the top, over the letter 
“Rr” of “FRANCO”, and the down stroke of the letter ‘'r" of that word is 
thinner. 

Var. 4.—Break in the outer frame-line of the stamp at the bottom, be- 
neath the space between the letters “a” and“ v” of “cenvavos” The 
letters ‘‘cu”’ of ‘‘ CHILE” are smaller and the letters “ Ta” of “ CENTAVOs” 
are broken and misshapen 

Var. 5.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp at top, about the 
center. The letters “kos-po” of “ CORREOS PORTE” have the upper part 
cut off. (This is the variety sent by Mr. Luff )f 


” 


“es 





*Mr. Bacon describes ten varieties numbered from 1 to 1o. In the London Philatelist 
for June, 1903, Vol. XII, p. 150, are some further notes upon this stamp, by Baron A. de 
Reuterskiold, describing four additional varieties. These we have thought best to incorpor- 
ate here. They are numbered rr to 14 inclusive. 

‘‘+This is evidently the identical pair of stamps referred to in Stanley Gibbons Monts |) 
Journal for December, 4898, p. 105, and which, from the descriptlon given of it in an 
American Magazine, the writer of the paragraph not unnaturally termed an impossible 
curiosity.” 

We quote the note referred to above: ‘‘ The following impossible curiosity is described 
in an American journal. We leave our readers to guess what it really is: ‘One of the 
queerest varieties shown me recently was what the owner called the ‘ broken plate variety.’ 
It was a pair of 5c. of the first issue of Chili. The upper left corner of the second stamp 
(right-hand one), a piece of the plate, about three-eighths of an inch square, was actually 
broken off. The piece was so clumsily reset that the border of the piece is 14mm. higher 
than the rest of the stamp proper.” 
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Var. 6.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp above the letter 
“‘o”' of “correos” and with a small blot of color in place of the usual 
d agonal dash above that letter. 

Var. 7.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp above the space be- 
tween the letters ‘‘r” and “a” of ‘“‘rranco”. The downstroke of the 
letter “‘&” of “‘ poste”, and the loop and tail of the letter “r” of “ FRANCO”, 
are much thinner than usual; in fact they are only of the thickness of a hair- 
line. 

Var. 8.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp above the letter 
rR” of “ FRANCO ” and the whole of the line at the top is thick and irregu 
lar. The letter “Fr” of “ FRANCO” slants more to the right and there is 
a large blot of color on the throat of Columbus 

Var. 9.—Break in the outer frame line of the stamp to right above the 
letter ‘“‘o” of “ FRANCO” 

Var. 10.— Extra outer frame-line at the lower left corner of the stamp, 
extending from the corner to beneath the letter “cc” of “centavos” 

Var. 11 —The whole of the lower left corner is rucked up, the “cen” 
of “ cenTAvos" being reduced in height and the “L” of “ coLon ’ is bent 
in the back. 

Var. 12.—The whole af the lower half of the letters “cui” has disap 
peared and the “o” of ““CENTAVOS” is a wreck. 

Var. 13 —The. fold goes through “ RREO” of “corREos” and “ F” of 
“* FRANCO.” 

Var. 14 —Inthis specimen, which is in light red and not red brown as 
the others, the “‘c”’ of “‘cenTAvos” seems to me to be misshapen; it is not 
much, but it is not quite like the others.” 


«. 


r88r. 


Fig. 177. 


1c.—There is a small, colorless ornament at each side of the base of the 
se 


numeral of value, just above the letters ‘‘k’’ and ‘v"’ of “‘CeENTAvo" The 
numeral, also, is well shaped, being rather tall and thin. (Fig. 177.) 


1894. 


1c.—There are no ornaments at the base of the numeral and the 
numeral itself is considerably thicker than in the stamp of 1881, giving it a 
rather heavy, chunky appearance. (Fig. 178.) 


1881. 


2c —There is a small, colorless ornament at each side of the base of 
the numeral of value, just above the letter “‘& " and “‘ vo” of ‘ CENTAVOS”’ 
The balls of the numeral are perfect excepting for a slight dot of color where 
they leave the stem. (Fig 179) 











1894. 


2c.—There are no ornaments at the base of the numeral; the upper por- 
tion of the numeral ends in a curved line instead of a ball, while, below, the 
ball is more perfect than in the stamp of 188s, there being no colored dot. 
The numeral is also wider and more squatty. (Fig. 180). 


China 
1887. 


EE 
dp SR iE 
ae 
2 
cent 
Fig. 182, 
Yc on 3c —Two varieties of the surcharge upon this stamp (Figs. 
and 182) are known as follows: 
Var. 1.—The surcharge reads “1 cent” instead of “ Y% Cent. 
Var 2.—The “ T” of the word “‘ Cent ’’ has been omitted 


Fig. 


2c on 3c.—Three errors of this surcharge. '(Fig. 183) are known, as fol- 
lows : 

Var. 1.—There is an inverted ‘‘s" in “cents.” 
Var, 2.—There is no period after “ CENTS ” 
Var. 3.—There is a comma after “‘ CENTS.” 


50c,—This stamp exists printed, by error, in dark green, the color 
the 10c value (Type as Fig. 184). 
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United States Stamps of the Twentieth 
Century. 


MUNHALL, Pa., December 21, 1903. 
Editors AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY : 

Following my commuuication in the Nov. JouRNAL, giving a letter from 
the Acting Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, regarding 2cth 
Century printings of the regular U.S. adhesives, I now forward a copy of 
another letter giving the 2zoth Century plates of the U. S. Postage Dues. 

Also a statement as to which of the U S. stamps were surcharged for 
the Philippines after January 1, 1901. Though no record is kept of the 
numbers of the plates surcharged for the Philippines, yet one can tell which 
are surely 20th Century prints (except in the case of the 15c), by comparing 
with the letter in the November number of the JouRNAL, it being evident 
that such plates as were first used for U. S. stamps after January 1, 1901, 
must be 2zoth Century prints when surcharged for the Philippines. 

It will be noted that no surcharging of the soc on the late type was made 
during the zoth Century, nor any of the sc and icc Postage Dues to date. 
Therefore, the scc, late type, must be excluded from any collection of the 
2oth Century prints and the 5c and icc Postage Dues to date. It will also 
be noted that there have been no new plates for the regular U. S. 30c and 
sec Postage Dues so far in this century. 

It is to be understood that this letter refers only to stamps of the late 
issue, not of the present 1902 series 

Very cordially, 
W. C. Eaton, 
Commander U. S. Navy 


[copy. | 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING, 
Commander W. C. EATON, December 18, 1903 
Munhall, Pa. 

Sir :—In repiy as early as practicable to your letter of 17th ultimo, the 
following is a statement of values of U.S adhesive stamps first surcharged 
before January 1, 1901, for the Philippine Islands, viz :—ordinary 1c, <c, 3c, 
5c, toc, 15c and soc, and Postage Due ic, zc, 5c, roc and scc. This is 
according to your understanding as stated in your letter, except that the 10c 
Special Delivery were not surcharged prior to January 1, tgor. 

Of the above stated the following values were again surcharged for use 
after January 1, 1901, viz :—ordinary 1c, 2c, 3c, §c rec and 15c, and Postage 
Due 1c, 2c and Soc. 

The following were first surcharged after January 1, 1901, viz :— ordinary 
4c, 6c, 8c, $1 00, $2 00 and $5.00; Special Delivery 1¢c, and Postage Due 
3c and 30c 

The numbers of the lowest numbered plates used for the first time after 
January 1, 1901, in printing the different values of the Postage Due stamps, 
irrespective as to whether the stamps from any of them have been surcharged 
or not, no record being kept of the plate nnmbers of surcharged stamps, are 
as follows :—No. 1099, 2c; No. 1631, 3c; No. 1632, 1c; No, 1633, 10c and 
No. 1642, 5c. Respectfully, 

Wma. M. MEREDITH, 
Director. 











Some Stamp Designs. 


C. A. Howes. 


(Continued from page 346 ) 


From Borneo it is a comparatively short step tothe Philippines which 
have become of increased interest to American collectors since the fortunes 
of war brought them within our family circle. We find nothing of special 
note in their stamp designs, however, until the time of the American occupation 
and the attempt of the Filipinos under Aguinaldo to form an independent 
republic. This resulted in the issue of a number of stamps which have been 
tabooed by the catalogues, but which are, nevertheless, interesting mementoes 
of the founding of our Asiatic empire. As such they appeal to many Ameri- 
can collectors, particularly those who make a specialty of our new colonies, 
and for that reason we include them in these papers. But little has been 
published concernlng these stamps, so that material for their history is 
scanty, but I have at various times gathered notes and clippings which will 
at least throw some light upon them and, after the presentation of what are 
facts in the case, the collector can decide for himself whether they are worthy 
of serious consideration or not. 

In the first place, it may be well to see by what authority they were issued 
in order to determine their standing and, to do this, we must brush up our 
memory of the Spanish war a little. It may be recalled that Aguinaldo was 
at Singapore when the war broke out, having been “bought off” by the 
Spaniards in their attempt to quell the Philippine insurrection of 1896-7 and 
that he was brought from Hong Kong to Manila by a United States vessel with 
the intention of employing him and his followers against the Spanish. His 
dream, however, was of an independent Filipino nation with himself at the 
head. Accordingly, after landing at Cavite on May 16, 1898, he issued a proc 
lamation proposing. as soon as possible, to set up a temporary dictatorial 
government, to continue till a regular constitutional government could be or 
ganized. This was accomplished on May 24. 1898, at Cavite and on June 18, 
Aguinaldo proclaimed that he was called upon to assume the role of Dictator. 
Five days later a temporary constitution was promulgated with the following 
heading:— 

The dictatorial government will be entitled hereafter the revolutionary government, 
| gobierno revolucionario|, whose object is to struggle for the independence of the Philippines 
ntil all nations, including the Spanish, shall expressly recognize it, and to prepare the 
untry so that a true republic may be established. 


All this went on with the knowledge of the Americans but without any 
attempt on their part to object, for, be it remembered, the latter were located 
only on their ships and atthe naval station at Cavite; the Spanish, meanwhile, 
were practically invested in Manila, the Americans lying before it and the 
Filipinos encircling it and having control of the rest of the country. Finding 
the headquarters of the revolutionary government rather near for comfort at 
Cavite, Aguinaldo was requested to remove, which he did, about the first of 
August, going to Bacoor on the shores of the bay some distance nearer Manila. 
On August first the declaration of independence of the Philippine nation was 
issued and, on Aug. 13th, Manila capitulated to the Americans, who occupied 
it but refused entrance to the Filipinos. This, naturaly, caused friction and 
increased the growing differences between the Americans and the Filipinos. 
The later, therefore, removed their seat of government from Bacoor in the 
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early part of September to Malolos, north of Manila, on the line of the Manila 
and Dagupan railway. Here the first Philippine congress met on September 
15. 1898, and Malolos remained the native capital until its fall before the 
Americans on March 31, 1899. 

Now what does the above bit of history amount to? It shows that the 
Filipinos, under Aguinaldo’s leadership, had organized a government which 
remained in force during the time between the overthrow of the Spanish regi- 
me and the capture of the Philippine capital by the Americans, after hostilities 
had broken out between the natives and their would-be rulers on February 4, 
1899. Thatis, for at least ten months the Filipinos were under the control of 
neither the Spanish nor the Americans, but acknowledged the leadership and 
presidency of Aguinaldo, whose revolutionary government became recognized 
throughout the islands, except in Manila and the sea-ports still held by the 
Spanish. Civil governments were established, a native army was organized 
free trade was practically allowed except for a small export tax, the telegraph 
lines destroyed during the insurrection of 1896 7 were rebuilt, a postal system 
was established and astamp tax enforced. It will thus be seen that there 
was areal government which, for a time, conducted the affairs of the country 
and which might have continued to do so had not the Americans been of an- 
other opinion. The issuing of the stamps, therefore, seems to be on some- 
what the same footing as the issuing of the Confederate States stamps, and 
they certainly seem as worthy of recognition as the “Carlist’’ stamps of Spain. 
At any rate, their range of values and varieties is so small that but little could 
be gained if they were issued simply for speculation, and they do net seem to 
have been issued in any vas' quanities as it is. It is my own opinion that they 
were issued for legitimate purposes and that they served such purposes while 
the Aguinaldo goverment lasted. They thus have a certain philatelic as 
well as historic interest which should, at least, appeal to American collectors. 


[fCERTIFICADO 


ILIPINAS 














NEWSPAPER. POSTAGE, REGISTERED. 


Coming now tothe stamps themselves let us see what has been written 
about them that appears to be authoritive; but, to begin with, we will give a 
list of the known varities. 

PostaGe. Similar to cut except that “2 CENTS” is on a /ined ground. 

I. 2 CENT(AVO)s, deep carmine, “ CoRREOS” at top. 

5 4 " 3 . ““CORREOS Y TELEGRAFOS " at top. 

3 2 xs carmine, CORREOS at top (like cut,) “2 cENTs” on 


white ground). 
4. 1 MILLESIMA, black 
‘ 


2.4 
REGISTERED 
6. 8 c(ENTAVOs) green 
This list does not constitute a very, formidable airay for a purely specu- 
lative issue. In regard to their status I find the following clipping in my 
scrap book: 


(variety imperforate) 
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‘* Fredrick C. Schenkel, the agent of the purchasers of the Philippine remainders 
bought of the U.S. Goverment at Manila, wrote: 

‘The Aguinaldo stamps are all right. The Filipino Government established at Malolos 
trom August 1898 to March 1899 was in possession of the railway, Manila to Dagupan, and 
entertained postal relations with several parts of the Island of Luzon, and | myself received 
letters from the province regarding stamps. | have bought my stamps directly from the 
Filipino Government when Aguinaldo was at Tarlac. You may remember that the Spanish 
Government sent a commission to Tarlac in order to arrange the liberation of the Spanish 
prisoners A member of that commission, Mr. Enrique de Marcaida, bought the stamps from 
the post-office at Tarlac.”’ 


Still another clipping seems to give them more of a speculative nature 
though I think the true import of the statements is not quite to that effect. 


‘* After the American occupation Aguinaldo held Malolos as the capital and headquarters 
of the Philippine Republic. In the early part of September, 1898, it was decided to form a 
bureau of engraving and printing, in accordance with a proclamation issued by Aguinaldo 
(calling himself president, but really little better than dictator) which candidly stated the 
treasury to be in avery low condition and, as a means of relief, the Government was obliged 
to issue stamps, all of which were to be sold at a nominal price. 

A force of men were put to work on the plates at Malolos, but after a few stamps were 
printed it was found that the presses were too smallto turn out the stamps with any degree 
of rapidity, (as they were all hand presses); a contract was, therefore, entered into with the 
Litografia del Gomez, of Santa Cruz, at which town (a suburb of Manila) all the stamps 
ever issued by the Aguinaldo Government were printed and sent to the capital for distribu- 
tion to the governors of the diflerent provinces thoughout the entire archipelago. These 
governors were each pledged to take and dispose of a certain number of stamps according to 
the size of their respective provinces; the governors, in turn, gave them out to the presidentes 
of the small towns and villages, who sold (or forced ) them on the people. 

After the first issue was distributed Aguinaldo’s cabinet took exception to the design 
they bore, which was voted changed to a profile portrait of Aguinaldo. The dictator, there- 
fore, issued an order (dignified by the name of proclamation) to the effect that another set 
of plates should be started with the new design. However, the printing of this new set 
was never completed, as the American troops, advancing on to Malolos, caused the printing 
office and every thing in it to be destroyed by fire. 

This, then, is a correct history of these interesting stamps. I say correct because the 
gentleman from whom | got it is a well known army officer in Manila and took pains to find 
out the truth so that it might be published. 

From the same source I also learn that 00,000 of the postage stamps were printed 
and put into circulation, at least one third of which were destroyed. 

i & BD. Pas.” 


The statement that “the treasury was low” and that they were “ obliged 
to issue stamps ”’ as a means of relief, refers, | think rather to the fact, as be- 
fore stated, that a stamp tax was enforced as a means of revenue just as we 
had a stamp tax imposed upon us at the sametime. With regard to the 2¢ 
postage stamps, it may be stated that they were printed in sheets of fifty, 
five rows of ten 

Though we do not intend to go outside of postage stamps in these arti- 
cles, yet the few remaining Insurgent stamps may be mentioned here to 
complete the list as far as known. 

TELEGRAPH. Similar to No. 3 (see cut) but lettered “ TELEGRAFOs ” at 
top 

7. 2 CENT(AVO)s, violet 

8. 50 si blue 

Receipts. Similarto No 6 (see cut) but lettered “reEciBos” at top and 
with rising sun in centre. 

9. 10 C(ENTAVOS) red brown. 

TRANSFER OF CaTTLE. Crossed branches enclosing agricultural im- 
plements, with star above, “TRANS DE’GANADOS” at top and number in red 
beneath stamp. 
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10. (no value) red brown 
Concerning this latter stamp nothing has been published, but I have 
found in the ‘ Instructions for the Rule of the Provinces and Towns” issued 
by Aguinaldo at Cavite,on June 20, 1898, the following, which evidently 
throws considerable light on the use to which this stamp was put when is 
sued : 
‘* RULE 43.—The Delegate of Rents will keep a book for the register of property and 
the transfer of cattle. There will be placed on all cattle registered in this book the town 


mark, 
This will serve to give in future a title to the owners of the cattle by certificate of 


record of the transfers, which the delegates with the countersign of the chief (jefe) will 
issue. For this work the Delegate of Rents shall charge as a local contribution one peseta 
(20 centavos) per head for the certificate.” 


Here, then, we evidently have the raison d’étre of this stamp which has 
so long puzzled us’ The serial numbering was evidently for convenience of 
reference to the certificates, and the lack of expressed value was probably 
due to the charge for the certificate varying according to the number of 
head of cattle. 

These stamps, or at least the postage and telegraph stamps, were issued 
under the authority of the Bureau of Public Works of the Ministry of War, 
the “ third section ” of which dealt with the “ branches of communications.” 
(Instructions issued June 27, 1898). In the so-called “Malolos Constitution,” 
adopted by the Filipino Congress on January 30, 1899, we find this reference 
to the mails : 

‘“‘ART. 12.—'n no case can there be detained or opened by the government authority 
the correspondence contided to the post-office, nor can that of the telegraph or telephone 
be detained 

But, by virtue of a decree of a competent judge, any correspondence which may be 
conveyed by the post-office may be detained and also opened in the presence of the ac- 


c used,” 


We think it will be apparent from all the foregoing that the Insurgent 
stamps were issued, with proper authority, for legitimate purposes and that 
they served those purposes for at least six months, from September 1898 to 
March 1899, when the Insurgent government was driven from its capital by 
the Americans and the doom of the Filipino Republic became apparent. It 
seems, therefore, as if they should be accorded recognition as local stamps as 
well as the Confederates, the Carlist stamps, the Shanghai locals, and many 
others that have their places in our catalogues. 

It is stated that ‘‘ several millions’’ of the Insurgent stamps in unused 
condition were captured by the American troops from time to time, and that 
the greater part of them was forwarded to the Bureau of Military Information 
in Manila, where they are still supposed to be. Unused copies of the various 
stamps as well as private reprints of the same (these latter being on a yel- 
lowish paper whereas the originals where on white) were openly sold in 
Manila for a time, but a proclamation against having in one’s possession any- 
thing bearing the design of the Insurgent government later prohibited their 
sale, at least publicly. 

As the main object of these papers is to explain the designs found upon 
various stamps, we now turn to that feature of the Aguinaldo issues Taking 
the 2 cent postage stamp we find a triangle enclosing a sun and three stars, 
one in each corner; the two telegraph stamps likewise bear the same design. 
On the newspaper stamp there is the sun alone and on the registration stamp 
a staralone In every case, however, the central design is surrounded by 
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three K's placed in a triangular form. This symbolism and these letters 
represent the famous—or infamous—Katipunan society, the instigator of the 
rebellions. 

Some twenty-five years ago the Filipinos in Spain affiliated themselves 
with the Spanish Masons, and later establisheda number of Masonic branches 
in the Philippines with the idea of working for reform in the administration 
ofthe islands Taking their cue from this, when it was found that the ef- 
fort was useless, certain Filipinos, under the leadership of one Marcelo H. 
del Pilar formed a secret society, a sort of Philippine political masonry, 
whose avowed purpose was the liberation of the Tagalogs and expulsion or 
destruction of the Spanish. This “ bastard offspring of Philippine Free- 
masony,”’ as it has been called, was named the Xataas taasang Kalagayan 
Katipunan Nang Manga Anac Nang Bayan, or ‘Sovereign Worshipful As- 
sociation of the Sons of the Country.” The first three words give the clue 
to the three k’s on the stamps. 

The Katipunan was formed upon Masonic usage adapted to the charac- 
ter of the association Its formation was one of friangles, each new “‘ Kati- 
punero " being bound to attract to the association two others to occupy the 
Opposite angles. In this we find the explanation of the triangle on the 
stamps and the triangular arrangement of the three K’s. Though the sym- 
bolism was secret, yet the three stars are supposed to have represented the 
three individuals of the “ triangle” while the sun represented the Filipino 
nation they were bound to strive for The same design formed the portion 
of the Insurgent flag next the staff. On the newspaper stamp we find the sun 
alone and on the registered stamp a single star. On seals and handstamps 
for official documents, Aguinaldo ordered in his “ Rules”, published June 
20, 1898, from which we have already quoted, that : 


“Rute 45. Each town shall use on the official despatches a circular stamp in whose 
entre shall be engraved a sun with eight rays with three stars in the upper corner.”’ 


The eight rays will be noted as emphasized on the stamps by little ar- 
rowheads. The stamp of the central bureau of posts and telegraphs was 
circular, reading ‘“‘COMUNICACIONES FILIPINAS,” above; ADMON. CEN- 
TRAL’’ below; the two inscriptions separated by two stars: in the central 
circle was a sun with the eight rays and, beneath it, two crossed branches 
with thunder bolts springing from the intersection. 

When the Filipino Congress adjourned, just before the fall of Malolos, 
it decreed that the supreme council of the Katipunar Society should assume 
control. Aguinaldo added a proclamation thatevery male Filipino should 
be subject to its regulations. Each Katipunero was obliged to sign an oath 
in his own blood, taken from an incision in the left arm between shoulder 
and elbow, swearing under the most revolting penalties to serve the society. 
It is well that our army was able to break up this terrible association, but we 
have a memento of it and its purposes in the designs of the stamps issued by 
the governmenttit‘instigated and upheld. 


ue 
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Siam. 


ITS POSTAL ORGANIZATION AND ITS POSTAGE STAMPS. 
Translated from ZL'Echo de la Timbrologie. 
[Continued from page 405. | 


The year 1885 was fruitful in betterments and extensions of the Siamese 
postal service ; it was inaugurated by the appearance of an annual: “‘ The 
Siamese Postal Guide,” published by the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs 
of Siam and based upon the postal laws. 

This guide notified the public of the opening of two post offices in 
3angkok, the first being open every day from seven until four o'clock for 
the local service ; the second from nine until midday and from two until 
five o'clock for the interior service. It contained. also, precise information 
as to the time of collections from letter boxes, the departure of the mails and 
the postal rates, which were noteworthy as being moderate and not at all 
complicated 

On August 26, 1885, the administration created two new post offices, 
one at Paklat and the other at Paknam_ which were placed in communication 
with Bangkok and, on the 19th of the following October, seven other offices 
were opened at Banyang, Maklong, Nakonchaisee, Peschabooree, Prasom, 
Ratbooree and Tacheen ; they communicated with Bangkok, by means of 
packet boats, once a week. 

Finally, on the 26th of October, 1885, a regular service having been 
established between Bangkok and Chiengmai, twenty-nine new post offices 
were opened upon this line and others contributary to it. These extensions, 
as well as Siam's entrance into the Universal Postal Union, which took place 
July rst, 1885, necessitated the making of new rates. 

Those for the internal service (excluding the local service at Bangkok) 
were fixed, for letters, at 4 atts per tical: for packages at 12 atts per pound, 
or 30 ticals. For postal cards the rate was 1% atts per card, and for news- 
papers and samples 1 att for each 2 ticals. The registration rate was fixed 
at 8 atts, with 4 atts additional if a receipt was required from the addressee. 

As to the rates for international service, resulting from Siam s entrance 
into the Postal Union, they were fixed as follows : 

Straits Settlements, Other r ountri¢ s Countri*s not in the Posta 


China, Sarawak f the Postal Union. A frica—South 


and Borneo Union \ ralia.) 


Letters, per half ounce, 8 atts 12 atts 24 atts 

Postal cards, _—™ . 

Newspapers, books, samples, / - 
per 2 ounces, \ 

Registration, fo is “* 


“e 


** additional for receipt, 6 “ 

For printed matter the limit of weight was fixed at four pounds and sm 
ounces and the dimensions at two feet long, one wide and one high. 

The dimensions of samples were fixed at eight inches long, four wide 
and two high, and the maximum weight at eight ounces. 

These important changes, promulgated May 23, 1885, by His Royal 
Highness Somdetch Chao Fa Bhanurangsi Sawngwose Krom Hluang Bhanu 





\pandhnwouge Wordej, Minister of Posts and Telegraphs at Bangkok, neces- 
sarily led to a new issue of postage stamps to replace the local stamps then 
in use. While awaiting this new series the Siamese postal officials decided 
that the local stamps should remain in use, but that the 1 salung, orange, 
stamp, of the value of 16 atts, should be used as a 12 att value so as to assure 
the proper franking of letters to their destination in Postal Union countries. 

The officials of the Siamese post office recognized, at the same time, the 
mecessity of issuing a new stamp of the value of one tical (64 atts), principally 
to assure the franking of bulky correspondence which might be sent to 
countries outside of the Postal Union. 

in order to attain the desired end easily and with but little expense, the 
postal department inaugurated a system which, until then, had never been 
employed in any country, that of surcharging with “1 tical "’ the 1 lotte stamp 
{the lowest value). The Siamese post office thus produced, from a stamp 
having a value of 4% att, another stamp to which it gave, by means of a sur- 
charge, a value of 64 atts. 

As may be easily understood, this transaction opened the door for 
numerous counterfeits ; the fraud was so extensive that we still find to-day 
stamps fraudulently surcharged “ 1 tical’’ and also cancelled. 

As it is very difficult to distinguish these counterfeit surcharges and can 
cellations from the genuine ones collectors would do well to be very prudent 
when they wish to purchase these stamps. 

The surcharge “1 tical”, printed in red upon the 1 lotte stamp with a 
view of making it the highest value, was issued in May, 1885, and exists in 
three different types. 


In the first type all the letters of the surcharge a’e capitals and the sur- 
charge itself, which generally extended 4mm. beyond the lower frame of the 
ellipse containing the value in Siamese characters, measures 144mm. in 
length by 34mm. high.’ 

In the other two types only the first letter, is acapital. In the 
second type the surcharge measures 3x13 4mm. and it is applied in the centre 
of the ellipse above the bust. 

In the third type the surcharge measures 34%4x13%mm and it is applied 
almost in the centre of the ellipse. There, are, however, some exceptions to 
the rules as to the exact position of the surcharges, but they are rare and not 
very noticeable. the sheets having been very carefully adjusted during the 
operation. which printed a block of fifty stamps at a time. 

According to Scott the estimated price of these three varieties is ; type I, 
too francs ; type II, 15 francs; type III, 15 francs. Yvert & Tellier's cata- 
logue for 1003 prices only the second type, at 7 francs ; we prefer the latter 
valuation which is, furthermore, the truest and most rational. 

To make this list complete we must still add that three varieties of the 
second type are known. The first consists of an inverted surcharge ; the 


“ 7 ” 


a. As we measure it, this surcharge is a full 4mm. high.—Eps. A. J. P. 
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‘second consists of a double surcharge in red, and the third of a double sur- 
charge, one of the surcharges being in red and the other in black.’ At the 
same time, counterfeits of this surcharge are so numerous that it appears to 
us to be prudent to acquire these varieties only from well-known sources. 

The stamps which were to replace those of the first issue made their 
appearance April 1, 1887, and were used for both postal and fiscal purposes. 
The new values were not only justified by the inconvenience which the old 
series presented to the public but, also, by the necessity of facilitating the 
prepayment of matter at the new rates caused by the recent entrance of Siam 
into the Postal Union. Their appearance was notably coincident with the 
establishment of an international service for postal packets, which, by virtue 
of agreements, started, in 1887, by exchanges with Straits Settlements, Hong 
Kong, Macao, Japan and all of the open ports of China. 


q® 


amy 


The stamps of this series comprise seven values. They are perforated 
14; measure 1844x22%mm.; are typographed upon white wove paper water- 
marked with a flower ; bear the portrait of King Chula Lornkorn and repre- 
sent, in accord with the combination of their colors, the following values, 
expressed in atts in both English and Siamese characters and in igures : 


2 atts, green and red 
‘ 


iT) é ‘ 


biue 
brown 
yellow 
purple “ red 
* * blue 
brown 


“ce “ 


“ 


“ec 


One can find, also, the 2 atts, green and carmine ; the 12 atts, lilac and 
carmine ; the 24 atts, lilac and blue, and the 64 atts, lilac and deep orange. 

An international, reply paid, postal card was also issued upon April 1, 
1887; it bore the Siamese arms, printed in red, in the left corner and a stamp 
of 4 atts, in the same color, at right, with the inscriptions in Siamese and in 
French. 

After the issue of this series the Siamése postal administration exerted 
itself to increase the number of its post offices and to establish them in the 
most distant provinces, which had been deprived of them up to this time 

This was done in a very uniform manner. Four offices were established 
in the peninsula of Malacca, at Trang, Pang Nga, Singora and Kanchanadit. 
Offices were, also, opened for business at Mehongson, upon the frontier of 
Burmah. and at Moung-Tern in the north-western part of the kingdom ; 
finally offices were established at the three ports of Koh-si-chang, Anghin and 


2. In addition it should be mentioned that there are two varieties of the numeral ‘1 
in type Il, one being 3mm. high, without serif at top and only the rudiments of a crossbar 
at the bottom, and the other measuring 24mm , with a serif at top and a well formed bar 
at the bottom. Of type Ill we have seen copies with double surcharge and others with the 
“1” inverted, The genuiueness of all these varieties is beyond question.—Eps. A. J. P. 
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Rayong upon the eastern coast of Siam, opposite the French possessions, so 
that, about the end of 1889, there were ninety post offices in operation. This 
condition of affairs, which had resulted in a greatly augmented business, 
necessitated new reforms which the Siamese postal administration exerted 
itself to introduce in its service. 


The postage upon printed matter and samples of merchandise having 
been fixed at 1 att per 2 ticals, a stamp of 1 att became indispensable. While 
awaiting its preparation they employed, to represent this rate, the remaining 
stock of the stamp of 1 pynung, vermilion, perforated 15, of the issue of July 
16, 1883, upon which they applied. in black, upon the upper part of the 
stamp, the surcharge ‘ 1 att” in Siamese characters. The stock of the 1 
pynung having been exhausted they surcharged successively, beginning in 
January, 1890, the 2 atts green and carmine and the 3 atts green and blue, so 
as to insure the prepayment of postage upon the constantly increasing amount 
of printed matter and samples. Contrary to the method followed in surcharg- 
ing the 1 pynung stamp the 2 and 3 atts were surcharged upon the lower part 
of the stamp and in both Siamese and English characters. 

There is but one type of the Siamese surcharge of 1 att upon 1 pynung 


9091 ©ff1 of91 


TYPE I. TYPE Il, TYPE Ill. 


On the contrary there are three types of the 1 att upon the stamps of 2 
atts green and carmine and 3 atts green and blue 
In the first type the figure “1” surcharged upon the 2 atts has no hori- 
zontal bar at the base and measures 6mm. in height by 3mm in width. In 
the second type the figure “1" measures 64mm in height and is terminated at 
the base by an horizontal bar. The third type resembles type I excepting 
that the figure ‘‘ 1’ is 7mm _ high and about 1mm. thick * 
We will add that specimens are known which have only the Siamese 
surcharge, the figure “1 being missing 
3. Sheets of this provisional are known in which one horizontal row of stamps escaped 
the surcharge. —Eps. A. J 
4. It is difficult to follow the author here. Only two types of the surcharge are illus- 
trated by him, They appearto be intended to represent those which we mark as types I andll. 
Nor can we agree with the measurements given. After carefully examining a number of 
clearly printed copies we would describe the three types of the 1 att on 2 atts as follows : 
Type |. The figure ‘‘ 1” is thin, 4% by %mm., and has a slanting serif at the top and 
none (or practically none) at the bottom. Typell. The ‘‘1” is larger and measures 6 to 
6% by %mm. There is a large, slanting serif at the top and a distinct cross bar at the 
bottom. Type lll. The ‘‘ 1” is short and thick, measuring 434 by Amm. It has a short, 
nearly horizontal serif at the top and a longer cross bar at the bottom than type II. 
There is a variety of type Il which has the Siamese character at the left inverted. 
For the 1 att on 3 atts only type II of the surcharge is usually recognized. But there is 
at least one stamp on the sheet which has a figure ‘‘ 1”’ of fancy type, 7mm. high by 134mm 
wide.—Epbs. A. J. P. 
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In 1885, at the time of the creation of the postal service, they had adopted 
the principle of confiding the management of the provincial post offices to 
the governors who, alone, were responsible for the service. In this way they 
had conformed to the usage followed in Siam until that time and which con- 
sisted in confiding to the governors all the services of the State. 

In the beginning the management of the postal service by these funct- 
ionaries responded to the needs, but when the business commenced to increase 
it was admitted that this system could not be maintained as, by reason of 
their other duties. the governors could not give sufficient time to the postal 
service. It was then decided that, beginning with 1891, the management of 
the provincial post offices should be intrusted to private individuals with whom 
contracts should be made for that purpose and that, in localities where the 
business was less important, the service should be considered as a secondary 
occupation. 

By virtue of this decision the Siamese postal administration transferred 
thirty-seven post offices, previously managed by the governors of the provinces, 
to the management of private individuals and increased the total number of 
offices to one hundred and two. It then became a question as to how to 
provide stamps for these new offices, and the authorities discovered that the 
stamp of a value of 2 atts, which would be required for journals and printed 
matter sent to China and the Malaccan peninsula, was not on hand in a 
sufficient quaniity. To obviate this difficulty they surcharged a portion of the 
stock of the 3 atts, of which value the supply was greater than was needed. 
This proceeding led to the issue, on June 1, 1890, of the 2 atts on 3 atts 
green and blue with black surcharge. 


in 95 2 wig? i$ moje 


TYPE I, TYPE Il. TYPE Ill. 


Of this surcharge there are also three different types. 

In type I the figure “ 2”” measures 64mm. in height and the first Siamese 
character is lower than the following one. 

In type II the figure “ 2 ’* measures 6mm. in height and the first Siamese 
character is a little above the level of the following one. 

In type III the figure “2” is but 4mm. in height and, as in type II, the 
first Siamese character is slightly above the level of the one following. 

It is worthy of note that the 1 att stamp, notwithstanding that it had 
been necessary since 1889, had not been regularly issued on January 1, 
1891, and that the surcharged value upon the stamps of 1 pynung and 2 and 
3 atts were still being used. It seems as though the Siamese post office 
department was waiting for the introduction of a reform in its interior service 
which would lead to a new increase of business before issuing this new value. 

At the time of the establishment of the postal service in Siam it was 
thought necessary to. have all the routes radiate from Bangkok, the capital 
In this way the offices upon the same postal route could most easily exchange 
correspondence between each other. But this was not so when the offices 
were established on the frontier of the kingdom, and it then became necessary 
to organize a direct service between the offices of the various provinces with- 
out having to pass through the capital. In May, 1891, therefore, four new 
branch routes were established corresponding with the principal service from 
Bangkok to Chiengmai At the same time the service which had ben 
once every fifteen days upon the more important routes,isuch as the Bangkok- 
Luang- Prabang routes, was transformed into a weekly service. 








This extension coincided with the appearance of the 1 att, green, stamp 
ofthe type of the issue of April 1, 1887, and which was to serve particularly 
for franking newspapers, printed matter and samples of merchandise. 

This stamp, like its predeceesors, was perforated 14 and printed upon 
paper watermarked with a flower, which we have already illustrated 


A New Hypothesis as to the Téte-béche 
Stamps (of France). 


Translated from Revue de la Federation Philateligue de France. 

There has been a great deal of discussion as to what explanation could 
‘be given of the téte-béche stamps which exist upon the sheets of the 1849 
series and which continue to show themselves in the subsequent issues 

M. Hulot conceived this arrangement, but he has never given his reasons 
for it. It has been attempted to explain it by the desire of establishing a 
control-mark. so that counterfeit sheets of the stamps might be recognized. 

This explanation we will avow, is not at all satisfactory. as it would be 
folly to suppose that the forgers would be ignorant of the existence of the 
téte béche stamps; their first care, before commencing their counterfeit plate, 
would be to procure an entire sheet of the stamp which they intended to 
imitate. 

However this may be, here is a new hypothesis upon this matter. It 
is possible that it is not the true one, but we belive, nevertheless. in exploit- 
ing it as. in a subject which has led to so much controversey, the truth can 
only be discovered by each person expressing his personal ideas thereupon. 

The care with which the stamps of 1849 were printed is well known; 
the uniformity with which the color is distributed over the entire sheet has 
been noted particularly, an uniformity which would have disappeared asa 
consequence of the lack of care which is bestowed upon stamp printing to 
day. This great regularity was due to a special sheet which they placed be- 
tween the platen and the sheet to be printed. Upon this special sheet were 
to be found impressions of the 300 stamps corresponding exactly with the 
300 printing blocks. Inthe preliminary trials they made sure that all the 
stamps came out clearly and if they did not do so, or if any one of them did 
not take sufficient ink, they thickened the correspond ng stamp upon this 
special sheet by sticking to it one or more stamps on thin paper. This re- 
sulted in raising the portion of the sheet to be printed just at the point which 
corresponded to the stamp which was too pale; the paper, being better ap- 
plied, took the ink better and the stamp became darker. 

There still exist in collections parts of these special sheets which were 
designed to assure uniformity of tint; they are of stamps of one franc, of 
many colors and are punched through the center, without doubt to prevent 
their being used for postage. 

It may be easily understood that. under such conditions, it was of the 
greatest importance that, the manufacture being well regulated no change 
should be made in the plate. The 300 little blocks, which composed it, must 
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remain immovable and it must not be touched, or the frame which inclosed 
it, for any reason whatever. To make certain of this Mr. Hulot conceived 
the idea of placing one or more of the little blocks upside down 

This precaution would not have been efficacious except in the early days, 
when the workmen were ignorant of the existence of these tétes-béches; but 
the inversion having occurred, it is to be supposed that it continued to have 
its full effect. The téte-béche blocks were allowed to remain always, to re 
call the registration of the plate as originally made. 

In short, these téte-béche stamps could not have constituted a control 
mark, so far as forgers were concerned, but, rather, being constantly before 
the workmen, they were a constant reminder to them that, under no circum- 
stances, should they touch the make-up of the plate, the least loosening, the 
least change of which would result in compelling them to again commence 
all the long and patient trials which were designed to assure the good print- 
ing of the stamps. 
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The Tete-Béche Stamps of France and its 


Colonies. 


By M. A. Huert.* 
Translated from the Revue de la Federation Philatelique de France. 


It was our very sympatheic friend, Mr. Huet, who inagurated, in Decem- 
ber, the series of our weekly reunions. 

The discussion which he desired to have with us upon this subject is of 
the greatest interest to all collectors. It constitutes, in its entirety, a docu- 
ment of great value and a guide that can be consulted with all confidence. 

When the question of tétes-béches has arisen it has been the custom until 
now, one might say, to discuss, to affirm or to dissent in a rather vague 
manner. Now, however, thanks to Mr. Huet and the kindness of M. the 
count Durrieu, who have greatly desired it, we are enabled to give an exact 
list of them, together with their positions in the sheets. 

It is well-known that M. the Count Durrieu possesses a most complete 
collection of these curious anomalies 

The writer, with the concurrence of his audience, has classed the large 
number of téte-béche stamps which were exhibited to us by issues. We 
reproduce it as follows : 


IssUE OF 1849-50. 
HEAD OF LIBERTY. 


10 centimes, bistre—One of the two sheets of the plate,—consisting of 
one hundred and fifty stamps—-is normal, the other shows three téte béche 
varieties, placed as follows: the 

7th stamp of the 3rd line. 
ma 3 2 ee 
5th “ “cc ee 15th “ 

15 centimes, green.—One of the two sheets is regular, the other contains 
a téte-béche which is, probably, the 

roth stamp of the 8th line. 

We say “probably” because an entire sheet does not exist, but the 
hypothesis is justified by the fact that the plate of this value was used later to 
print the 15 centimes bistre, perforated, of 1870, and, of this, one of the 
sheets contains a téte-béche; the tenth stamp of the eighth line. There are 
good grounds for believing that the plate had never been re-arranged. 

20 centimes, black.—One sheet is regular, the other contains a téte-béche; 
it is the 

3rd stamp of the roth line. 

20 centimes, blue-—This stamp is an error; it was printed but not issued. 
The central portion is a head of Ceres. A single sheet contains tétes béches, 
to the number of three, placed as follows : 

*From a note preceding this article it is evident that, while the subject matter has been 
supplied by M. Huet and is, therefore, correctly credited to him, the article itself has been 
prepared for publication either by the Secretary of the ‘‘ Federation Philateligue", or by 
some other person duly delegated for that purpose. 





2nd stamp of the roth line. 
wa Sas ae 
Sth é “e ‘é 15th és 

25 centimes, blue.-—A sheet contains one téte-béche, it is the 

1st stamp of the 14th line. 

1 franc, carmine and vermilion.—For this value we are again obliged to 
resort to hypothesis; we can at least believe that they are logical and, also, it 
is the opinion of M. Huet, that the sole téte béche which is known is found 
to be the 

1st stamp of the 14th line. 

The above refers to the one franc, carmine. 

As to the one franc, vermilion, M. Huet, who possessed the fragment of 
the “vermilion Vervelle’* believes that the téte-béche is the 

5th or 6th stamp of the roth line. 
There must have been, then, two plates. 


IssUE OF 1853. 
EMPIKE, IMPERFORATE, 


20 centimes, blue.—Here M. Huet finds himself obliged to disagree with 
some amateurs who have insisted upon the existence of four téte béche 
stamps in the two sheets. He has seen the control sheet and will admit the 
existence of but one téte béche, which is the 

3rd stamp of the 4th Line. 
1 franc, carmine.— But one téte béche, the 
1st stamp of the 14th line. 
We will state, also, that the same thing is found in the reprints. 


IssuE OF 1862, 
EMPIRE, PERFORATED. 


20 centimes, dblue.— But one téte-béche is found on the plate, it is the 
1oth stamp of the gth line. 

80 centimes, carmine or rose.—Again there is but one téte-béche, the 
1oth stamp of the 15th line. 


IssuE OF 1863-70. 
EMPIRE, PERFORATED. 


4 centimes, gray.— But one téte béche;; it is the 
sth stamp of the 3rd line. 


Issug OF 1870. 
HEAD oF LIBERTY. 


10 centimes, bistre, perforated.—The same peculiarities exist here as in 
the sheet of the same value of the 1849 series, the same plate having been 
used for both series. 

20 ¢entimes, blue.-—A sheet contains three tétes-béches. It should be 
noted that one-half of the plate, or one sheet, was printed from a new cliché. 
This last printing contained one téte-béche, which is the 

5th stamp of the 12th line. 


*M. Vervelle was the first person to discover the one franc, vermilion, téte-béche.— Eps, 











IssuE OF 1873-75. 
HEAD OF LIBERTY. 


10 centimes, bistre on rose.—(Small figures). 

This is an exact repetition of the 10 centimes of the series of 1849 

15 centimes, bistre—(Large figures). A single téte béche, the 

10th stamp of the 8th line. 

The arrangement would lead one to suppose, with good reason, that this 
printing was made from the same plate that was used for the 15 centimes of 
1849. M. Huet, however, dares not affirm that this was so. 

25 centimes, blue.—This presents the same peculiarities as the stamps of 
the same type issued in 1849. 


IssuE or 1875 (ERROR 10-15). 


We know that a cliché of 15 centimes was introduced in the sheet of th 
1o centimes. It is the 
roth stamp of the gth line. 


FRENCH COLONIES. 


The téte béche stamps of the colonies have been always very much 
discussed, and all arguments on the subject seem to lack any serious basis, 
as the stamps are not known in entire sheets. It appears, logical, nevertheless, 
to believe that they were produced in the same way as the stamps of the 
mother country. 

We will mention particularly the EaGLe Series of 1860, the 10 centimes 
bistre, in which three so called tétes-béches, or at least, stamps turned side- 


ways, are found. These stamps were printed in sheets of 180. The thre 


stamps mentioned are the: 
5th stamp of the 3rd line. 


in “ “ec 


7th 7th 
7th “ec ‘é “ 18th ae 
This is the bare but useful description of the téte-béche varieties noted 
by our worthy confrere. He put it more eloquently, but those of our readers 
who could not enjoy with us the pleasure of listening to hin can, nevertheless, 
profit by his scientific information. 
We owe our thanks, also, to M. the Count Durrieu who, withf{great 
kindness, placed his precious collection at the disposition, M. Huet. 





Review. 


THE PROVISIONAL STAMPS OF TSINGTAU AND THEIR 
FORGERIES.* 


We have received from Messrs. Senf a review copy of their hand book 
bearing the above title. On looking through it we soon reach the conclusion 
that the subject is handled in a masterly and thorough manner and that the 
book contains much that will be of value to collectors who are interested in 
the stamps of which it treats, provided, of course, that they read German. 

The letter-press and illustrations are excellent In addition to numerous 
pictures of single stamps there are reproductions of full sheets of the two 
issues and of a sheet of forgeries of the second issue There are reproduc- 
tions of the various types and minor varieties of the surcharges.and also 
diagrams showing the location of all varieties in the different sheets 

Our readers will remember that these provisional stamps were made in 
Tsingtau in 1900, owing to a shortage of the regular 5 pfennig stamps. 
The first issue was made about May gth, 1900. To produce it the current 
10 pfennig stamps of Germany with the diagonal overprint “China” were 
further surcharged “5 Pfg.”' in black Most catalogues recognize only three 
types of this surcharge but the hand-book extends the number to six princi 
pal types and five minor varieties Added to this, we are told that the 
surcharge was printed on stamps having the word “China” at angles of 56 
and 45 degrees and that the stamps are to be found with either a blue or 
violet pencil mark across the original value, across the centre of the stamp 
or, on occasions, omitted The first issue consisted of 50,000 stamps 

On July 17th, 1900, it was found necessary to make a second issue of 
provisional stemps. This time the stamps were surcharged ‘5 Pf.” There 
were ten principal types and five minor varieties in the first printing, among 
others that reading “5 fP.” From time to time various broken letters were 
replaced in the setting, thus creating new varieties. In addition to this some 
of the figures ‘5’ were thought too small and were overprinted. by hand, 
with a larger “5” or with “sPf."’ This was done even in the case of a 
doubly surcharged sheet These changes and extra surcharges add to the 
list 19 principal and many minor varieties. It will be readily apparent 
that this sort of thing offers a fine field for the specialist and that, there being 
only 2,c0p stamps in the second issue, they command high prices 

As might be expected, the stamps have attracted the attention of forgers. 
The most dangerous of their products come from Tsingtau itself. The 
forgers succeeded in obtaining some of the type used in the Mission printing 
office where the original surcharges were made, and with it they produced 
very exact imitations of some of the genuine varieties. When in sheets these 
may be distinguished by not being in their proper places and by the defects 
of adjacent surcharges It would appear that single specimens must often 
present a serious problem. Of the 55 pages which constitute the book, 41 
are devoted to minute descriptions of the forgeries and of Messrs. Senf's 
efforts to detect the makers and bring them to justice. 


* Die Aushilfsmarken von Tsinytau und thre Falschungen, Leipzig: Gebruder Senf. 
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THE SURCHARGES OF THE POSTAGES STAMPS OF MEXICO, 


We have received, with the compliments of the author, Senor José Marco 
del Pont, an elaborate study of the surcharges which are found on the early 
issues of Mexico. 

We regret that our knowledge of Spanish is not sufficiently extensive to 
enable us to adequately review this work. Suffice it to say that a paper on 
the subject of these surcharges, which was read by Senor del Pont before the 
Société Francaise de Timbrologie, in December, 1884, constitutes the first 
part. The second j art is a continuation of the study, adding to the lists all 
varieties which have been described by later writers or discovered by the 
author since 1884. The completeness with which the subject is treated may 
be judged by the fact that it makes a book of forty-two large octavo pages. 


+Los Sobrecargos de los Sellos Postales de Mexico, by José Marcé del Pont. Buenos 
Aires: Compaiiia Sud~Americana de Billets de Banco, Calles Chile 263 y Cangallo 557. 


THE STAMP FIENDS’ RAID] 


There are people who like poetry of the Swinbourne type while others 
prefer the machine-made brand, and there are probably some who enjoy 
philatelic poetry. For those who like that sort of thing the “ Stamp Fiends’ 
Raid” should be just the sort of thing they like. Philatelic poems are not 
novelties though they have not been much in vogue of late years, but a whole 
book (about 300 pages) of poetry upon philatelic subjects is certainly some- 
thing quite new. 

The book is written by Mr. W. E. Imeson and is devoted to describing 
the adventures of two stamp fiends, Will Wylie and his chum Paul Jones, 
assisted by other characters more or less interested in stamps. The story 
is too long for us to attempt a description of it. Suffice it to say that it is 
set forth in assorted rhymes, plentifully be sprinkled with puns, a little 
philosophy and a few battles, murders and thrills. It is liberally illustrated 
with sketches of a whimisical or philatelic turn and pertinent to the text. To 
judge by the frequent appearance in these illustrations of the triangular stamps 
of the Cape of Good Hope and the numerous references to them in the verse, 
they must be favorites of the author. 

The book concludes with a glossary of philatelic terms which will prove 
useful to those who are not of the elect, for, be it known, the work is not 
intended for philatelists alone but has a mission to show to others the plea- 
sures and benefits of the fursuit. 


{The Stamp Fiends’ Raid, by W. E. Imeson, London: Horace Cox, Windsor House 
Bream's Building, E, C. 




















AUSTRIAN OFFICES IN THE TURKISH EmpiIRE.—In Meekeel’s Weekly 
Stamp News for January 16th, on page 476, is a note under the heading 
“‘ AusTRIA (Offices in Crete)” to the effect that ‘‘the Standard Catalogue 
does not give these stamps a heading, an oversight, no doubt, that may render 
it somewhat difficult for the novice to correctly place Art and Ar2.” 

For the information of the Weekly and: its many readers we will state 
that these stamps are under their proper heading in the Catalogue,i e, Offices 
in the Turkish Empire. ‘The impression given by the Wee&ly, that their use 
is confined to Crete, is erroneous as they are available for use at any of the 
Austrian post offices in the Levant. Due announcement of this fact was 
made in the American Journal of Philately for June, 1903. 

o¢ & & & & 

CoLuMBIAN RepuBLic.—ANTIOQUIA.—We illustrate below the stamps 
chronicled by us last month and would add that the ic olive gray, (Zea) and 
the 5p dark blue, (Lapolo) were typographical errors; the values should have 
been 1p, and 3p, respectively. 


CUL@MBEIA 


Ye LOCUS 
a L902 ; 07) | 3 ‘ J v 
in FESO PESO: CINCO PESOS) 


Toiima.—Mr. Albert Calman has shown us the following varieties of 
the issue chronicled last month: vertical pairs of the 4c black on green, toc 
dull blue and sp brown and an horizontal pair of the rop black on green, all 
imperforate between. 

We illustrate the stamps which we chronicled last month, 


ee 


Dees 16 
cantare PJ Cextayag 
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Cyprus.—The colors of the new 2p, gp and 18p, are said to be ultra- 
marine and violet, brown and carmine and black and brown respectively. 
2. Oo Ose 


NortTH Borngo.—Mr. R. P. Lee informs us that he has a copy of the 
18c Postage Due stamp (No. 307) with inverted surcharge. 


ooo" 3 oe 


PoRTUGUESE COLONIES.—Mr. J. B. Robert submits a design for the colon- 
ial Postage Due stamps which were authorized by the same decree as those of 
the mother country. We presume that this means an infliction of a complete 
set for each of the various colonies. 

The stamp is inscribed ‘PoRTEADO” at the top with the name of the 
colony just below and * a—RECEBER ™ in twolines at the bottom. The value 
is probably intended to go in the blank space in the center. 


o.° BQ ea @ 


Sr. Lucta.—Zwen's Weekly Stamp News says : ‘‘ With reference to the 
note in &. W. S. N. No. 191 to the effect that the rosh stamps were then 
obsolete we are informed by a correspondent that only one printing of this 
stamp was ever made and consisted of 10,800 stamps, sent out to the colony 
in 189'. On March 11th of this year (1903) 6326 of these were still in stock, 
so that the total number issued in the twelve years must have been 4474 or 
less. A correspondent, who is in a position to know, states that only some 
4oo of these were issued to collectors or for postage on letters, the remainder 
being affixed to Mortgage Deeds and ‘land cancelled.’ If only a paltry 400 
were sold to collectors or used on letters in twelve years, it is evident that im- 
portations of ‘current colonials’ are very much smaller than some people 
suppose. One of these days there will be a terrible awakening and collectors 
who have neglected to buy stamps when current will deeply regret their 
delay. 

“The £1 Tasmania, rosh Trinidad, etc., are warnings the collector will 
do well to heed. At the same time we do not advise anyone to go to the 
other extreme and buy too many of one kind of stamp ; more in fact than he, 
personally, has opportunities of selling. To buy up any large quantity of 
this 1rcsh St. Lucia, even a tenth of the remainders, would be folly of the 
worst description. If buyers have only been found for 400 copies at face 
value in twelve years, it is hardly likely a market can be found for more than 
as many more at a substantial premium 

“Where are the remainders? The 1osh stamp has been offered fairly fre 
juently this year at auctions. Are they leaking?” 
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SeRvia —We have seen a used, horizontal pair of the rop rose, series of 
1898-1900 (our No. 52), imperforate between. 


ee Sr ee 


Turkry.—We have seen the 2p orange, newspaper stamp of the 1gor 
issue (our No. 347), with the surcharge inverted at the bottom of the stamp. 





UNIV EBD STATBS.—We have seen 
the Postal Telegraph and Cable Co's, 
stamp for tg04. It is of the regular 
type (our No. T22a) and there are 
forty stamps to a book as heretofore. 

We have also seen a Honours City 
Express Post (type Aga) printed in 
black on yellow paper, our catalogue 
lists it only on pink paper. It is on 
the original cover, together with a 
ro cent stamp of the 1847 issue, can- 
celled Charleston, July 18th, 1849. 

Mr. J. M. Bartels has shown us a 
copy of the current 2 cent envelope, 
amber paper, size 5, with the stamp 
printed in a brown-red shade about 
the same as that of the much-discus- 
sed envelope of the 1895 issue. 

Carrier stamp. 

Imperforate. 
2c black on yellow 

Envelope. 

1903 issue. 
2c brown red on amber 

Telegraph stamp. 

Postal Telegraph Cable Co. 

No value, deep blue on blue 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. — We 
are indebted to Mr. J. M. Bartels for 
a copy of a new stamp issued Dec. 
1st last. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Sun with Rays. 

Perforated 12. 
4c yellow 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC. — We 
‘have lately received a soc stamp 
which is a re-engraved copy of that 
of 1892 (our type No. A4qs.) The 
lettering is much heavier; there is no 


background outside of the frame 
lines of the ornaments in the upper 
corners and the figures of value are 
somewhat smaller and differently 
shaped. 

This stamp was first chronicled by 
Moens, in April 1899, but we have 
not seen it until now. 

Mr. W. L. Andrews shows us ap 
imperforate copy of the 2cc blue on 
buff of the current issue (type A88). 
We chronicled this stamp last month 
with perforation 12. 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated 12. 

soc red-violet on violet, glazed paper 
Imperforate. 

2oc blue on buff 


Barranquilla.—We now have the 5c 
and 1op imperforate. 
Adhesive stamps. 
Imperforate. 
5c bistre 
iop claret 


FRANCE.—Offices in China. — Ja 
Cote Réelle publishes a correct list of 
the “A PERCEVOIR” surcharges 
chronicled by us in December. We 
note that the 30c listed by us as “red 
and black surcharg is an error, 
both of the surcharges being in black. 
They also add several varieties and 
we list therefore: 

Postage Due stamps. 

Perforated 14x13 %. 

Black surcharge. 
30c brown on bistre (two lines, om 

1894 stamp) 
Violet and black surcharge. 
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5c yellow green (one line, on stamp 
of 1898) 
roc rose (one line, on stamp of 1902) 
15c blue ( “ -- ? 1898) 
15c orange( “ ° 3 1902) 
3ec brown on bistre (two lines, on 
stamp of 1894) 


GREAT BRITAIN.—-Offices in the 
Turkish Empire.—The PAi/atelic Jour- 
nal of Great Britain announces the 
new 2s 6d stamp overprinted for 
these offices. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Anchor. 

Perforated 14. 

Black surcharge. 
12pi on 2s 6d violet 


HAYTI.—We have received a set 
of stamps, for local use only, issued to 
commemorate the Haytian centennial. 
It consists of seven stamps, all but 
the one cent value bearing a portrait 
(printed in black), in the centre. The 
one cent, which is all in one color, 
bears the coat of arms of the Republic 
instead of a portrait. 

They are all surcharged with a so- 
called “control stamp” which con- 
sists of a rectangular frame inscribed 
“POSTE-PAYE ” in two lines, separated 
by a bar and the dates “ 1804”— 
“1904” vertically at the sides, We 
illustrate the types below. 


Our correspondent also advises us 


that “there is another issue, having 
the portrait of President Nord, for 
general usage, but they will not be 
placed on sale until the 1898-99 issue 
is exhausted or otherwise disposed 
of.” 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated 12. 
Blue surcharge. 
Ic green 
2c rose and black (Touissaint Lou 
verture) 
5c blue and black (Touissaint Lou- 
verture) 
7¢ maroon and black (J. J. Dessa 
lines) 
1oc yellow and black (J. J. 
lines) 
2oc slate and black (A. Petion) 
soc olive and black (A. Petion) 


Dessa- 


HUNGARY.—Mr. C. Witt has shown 
us the 12c with figures of value in 
black, and informs us that it 
issued January rst 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown in a circle. 

Perforated 12. 
12f violet and black 


was 


INDIA.—Jhind.—The Monthly Jou- 
mal says that “the last 1a, Queen's 
head, exists with the ordinary sur- 
charge of this State.” 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Star. 

Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
1a carmine 


Kishengarh —The Monthly Journal 
has received a new Ya stamp. They 
say: “ The design is similar to that of 
the previous stamp of that value, but 
it has been entirely redrawn, the in- 
scriptions and the devices in the shield 
being now in color on white, instead 
of the reverse; the supporters and the 





crest appear in white and are much 
more clearly shown than before. We 
have only seen single copies at pre- 
sent, and we fancy that they are litho- 
graphed, instead of being handstamp- 
ed or surface-printed like the previous 
issues; they are in various shades of 
pink. on very thick, highly surfaced 
paper and imperforate.” 

Adhesive stamp. 

Imperforate. 
Ya pink 


IOBLAND.—We find that we have 
omitted to chronicle the 2ca Official 
stamp with the “1 Gi_p1” surcharge, 
perforated 12%. 

Official stamp. 

Watermarked Crown. 

Perforated 12%. 

Black surcharge. 
20a yellow green 


LIBERIA.—Mr. H. L. Hayman has 
shown us three new stamps and we 
copy the following, explaining the 
issue, from the Stamp Collectors Fort- 
nightly: “In 1832, when the stamps 
now surcharged first made their ap- 
pearance, the Liberian rate for letter 
postage was 8 cents the half ounce, 
Naturally stamp values were arranged 
in multiples of eight, but a few years 
later came a reduction in the rate to 
5 cents the half ounce, and the stamps 
then current were altered to suit the 
new tariff. There was, however, a 
supply left over of the 16c, 24c and 
32c, and these have now been used 
up by the overprinting already de- 
scribed.” 

Adhesive stamps. 


Sorchargea WEEN FIFTEEN 


in blue 


Cents. Cents. 


Watermarked type 87a. 
Perforated 15. 
10c on 16c lilac 


15c On 24¢ olive green on yellow 
20c on 32c greenish blue 


MARTINIQUEB.—Ze Collectionneur 
de Timbres-Poste chronicles the 60c 
Postage Due stamp of the French 
Colonial type overprinted in four 
lines “TIMBRE-POSTE —5F.—MARTINI- 
QUE—COLIS POSTAUX” 

Postal Packet stamp. 

Imperforate 

Black surcharge. 
sf on 60c brown on cream 


PANAMA.—Mr. J. M. Bartels, Mr. 
Wm Thorne and other friends have 
shown us a number of unchronicled 
varieties and oddities from this over 
prolific country. We list them for the 
benefit of those of our readers who 
may be interested. For our own part 
we feel that the surcharging business 
is being just a “leetle” bit overdone. 

Issued in the City of Panama. 

Registration stamp. 

Imperforate. 


Handstamped in 
blue black 


REPUBLICA DE 
PANAMA 


2oc red brown on blue 
Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated 12. 


Printed 
surcharge 


Black surcharge. 
2c rose, with violet bar 
5c blue 
1ec yellow, horizontal surcharge, 
“PANAMA” once on each stamp. 
toc yellow, horizontal surcharge, 
“PANAMA” twice on each stamp. 
Carmine surcharge, 
5c blue, double surcharge 
sc blue, pair, one without surcharge 
5c blue, surcharged with bar only 








Printed sur- 
charge in 
carmine 


1c green, “PANAMA” three times on 
one stamp. 


Issued in the City of Colon. 
, amped REPUBLICA DE 
Handstamped PANAMA 


Magenta surcharge. 
5c blue, double surcharge 
5c blue, pair, one without surcharge 
20c violet 
20c violet, double surcharge 
Violet surcharge. 
1o0c yellow 
soc brown (issue 1887-88) 
sec brown “ ~ 
without surcharge 
Blue surcharge. 
2c rose 
Registration stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
roc yellow, magenta and violet sur- 
charges 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 12. 


Handstamped PANAMA 


Magenta surcharge. 
5c blue 
5c blue, inverted surcharge 
toc yellow 
soc brown (issue 1887-88) 
5ec brown “ “diagonal sur- 
charge 
Violet surcharge. 
soc brown (issue 1887-88) 
1p brown carmine 
Registration stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
toc yellow, violet and violet sur- 
charges 
Registration Return Receipt stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
sc blue, magenta and violet sur- 
charges 
Imperforate. 
Magenta surcharge, 
roc blue on blue 


pair, one 





Printed sur- 
charge 


Republica 
de Panamé. 


Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 12. 
Carmine surcharge. 
1c green 
5c blue 
Black surcharge. 
2c rose 
1oc yellow 
roc yellow, double surcha 
2oc violet 
1p brown carmine 
Blue surcharge. 
5oc brown (issue 1887-88) 
Registration stamps. 
Perforated 12. 
1oc yellow, violet and 
charges 
Imperforate. 
Black surcharge. 
2oc red brown on blue 
Registration Return Receipt stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
5c blue, magenta and carmine sur 
charges 
The surcharge last described is set 
up to cover fifty stamps at an impres- 
sion. In each fifty there are four 
stamps without the accent on the last 
“a” of “Panama’’, and one with an 
accent on the ‘a” of “Republica”. 
It is claimed that the imperforate re 
gistration stamp, zec red brown on 
blue, is a speculation of the post- 
master and not a legitimate issue, as 
the rate had been reduced to toc 
before these surcharges were made. 
With this last Colon issue was a 
zoc stamp which has a different style 
of surcharge from the other values of 
the series. We are indebted to Mr. 
J. C. Morgenthau for a copy of the 
stamp and shall illustrate the sur- 
charge in our next number. This is 
also a printed surcharge, consisting 
of the words “REPUBLICA—DE PANA- 
MA”, in two lines of small Roman 
capitals about 17%mm. high. The 
two lines measure 17% and 19mm. 
respectively. The surcharge is prin- 
ted in a horizontal position and the 





word ‘coLomBiA” is not obliterated 
by a bar. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Carmine surcharge. 
2cc violet 

Last of all we have seen a stamp 
used in the City of Bocas del Toro, 
which is handstamped “R. pe PaNna- 
MA” in fancy letters with an italic 
“sw” in “Panama”. We hope to il- 
lustrate this surcharge next month. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 12. 

Purple surcharge. 
toc yellow 


PARAGUAY.—According to the 
Monthly Journal the type of the cur- 
rent series (our type A32) has been 
redrawn and several values have 
already appeared in the new type. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 11%. 
1c yellow green 
2c orange 
5c blue 

icc violet 
20c vermilion 
3cc dark blue 
6cc ochre 


FORTUGAL.—We are indebted to 
Mr. J. B. Robert, Editor of the 
Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Post- 
zegrlkunde, for the information that, 
by virtue of a decree dated Nov. 13, 
1903 and published in No, 258 of the 
Official Journal, dated Nov. 16, 1903, 
aset of postage due stamys was to 
have appeared Jan. 1, 1904, The 
design is inscribed “ PORTEADO” at 
the top; “corrrio” at the bottom 
and, in an irregularly shaped space 
in the center is the value: “ 5-REIS- 
A RECEBER ”’ in the sample shown us. 

Postage Due stamps. 

sr bistre 

1or orange 
3er dark"green 
4or lilac 


sor red 
roor light blue 


SENEGAL.—The Philatelic Jour- 
nal of Great Britain announces some 
new surcharges. The new value is 
printed as a large figure in the center 
with a thick bar over the old figures. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 14x13 %. 

5c on 4oc red on yellow 

10C ON §0C Carmine on rose 

10c on 75C¢ violet on orange 

roc on ifr bronze green on straw 


SOMALILAND PROTEOTORATE. 
—Several of our contemporaries an- 
nounce the permanent series for this 
country, heretofore known as “British 
Somaliland.” The designs are the 
same as those of the lately issued 
series for East Africa and Uganda 
Protectorates; the rupee values being 
of large size. 

Ewen's Weekly Stamp News also 
announces one value overprinted ‘O. 
H. M.S.” for use as an official stamp. 

Adhesive stamps 

Watermarked Crown and C A. 

Perforated 14. 

Ya green and dark green 

1a carmine and gray 

2a violet and lilac 
2%a blue and dark blue 

3a green and violet 

4a black and green 

6a lilac and green 

8a milky blue and gray 

12a orange and gray 

Watermarked Crown and C. C. 

ir green and dark green 
2r violet and green 
5r carmine and black 

Official stamp. 

Watermarked Crown and C. C 

Perforated 14. 

Black surcharge. 
1r green and dark green 


STRAITS SETTLEMENT S,.— 
Several of our contemporaries. an- 
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nounce twostamps bearing the King’s 
head but of an entirely different de- 
sign from any of the previous series. 
Adhesive stamps. 
Watermarked Crown and C, A. 
Perforated 14. 
1c green 
3c hilac 


TASMANIA.—Mr. Fred. Hagen, 


of Sydney, N.S. W., has sent the 
shilling value (type A8) on the new 
paper. We find that we have omitted 
to mention the %p (type Aro) which 
reached us some two months ago, on 
this paper. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked V and Crown. 

Perforated 12%. 
¥%p dark green 


1s rose and green 





16 
19 
31 
50 
61 « 
62 


Changes in Catalogue Prices. 


BARBADOS. 


1861 


1.00 
15.00 
20.00 

50 
50 
75 


1871 
1874-78 
1882-85 


BECHUANALAND. 


1886 1.25 


75 
2.00 


e 


BERMUDA. 


1873 
1874 


4.00 
12.50 


BRITISH East AFRICA. 


1880 
1890-91 


17.50 
75 
190 0° 


7.50 


GUIANA. 


ee 


BRITISH 


1867 
1876 


10.00 
2.00 


CANADA. 
1897 60 
Care or Goop Hops. 


1879 2.00 
1881 2.25 
1882 2.c0 
1893-96 5.00 


CEYLON. 


1882 
1885 


LABUAN, 
1880-82 
LAGOs. 


1892 


Used 


Cat, No. 


32 
33 
112 


MAURITIUS. 
1863-64 
if) 
1g02 
1902-3 
NorTH BORNEO. 
1886 2. 
- I. 
Porto RIco. 


1882 12 
1898 15. 

St. Lucia. 
1883-85 25 
St. VINCENT. 


1861-69 22.50 


25.00 


1871-80 2.50 


SoutTH AUSTRALIA. 


1859 
1860-69 
” 12.50 
Sw AZIELAND. 
1889-90 
TASMANIA. 
1858 
‘ 
1878 
1889-91 
TONGA. 


1895 


1896 
1892 


































































The Collectors Club. 
351 FouRTH AVENUE, New YORK. 


The ro2d meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club House 
on Monday evening, January 11, 1904. 

Present 
Perrin. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

A number of communications were read by the Secretary. 

Mr. Oney K. Carstarphen was reinstated as a resident subscribing mem- 
ber of the Club. 

The Treasurer’s report showing a cash balance on hand of $306.65, ex- 
clusive of reserve fund, was approved as read 
Report of the House Committee was read and accepted. 


Messrs. Andreini, Bruner, Dewing, Luff, Rich, Scott and 





Mr. Alvah Davison presented to the Club 57 vols. of stamp catalog 
and papers for which a vote of thanks was tendered him 
Mr. Erik Enequist’s name was dropped from the membership roll for 


non-payment of dues. 
The judges appointed to award the medals for the competitive exhibition 
of the U. S. Telegraph Stamps submitted their report as follows 


Mr. President and Gentlemen : 
Your Committee appointed to judge the Collections of American Tele 


graph Stamps submitted in competition for the silver and bronze med 
to report at follows : 

Four collections were mitted to the judges under the following names, 
“* Caliph,” ‘‘ Nemesis,” “ Northern Mutual” and “ Pacific.” Those entered 
under the first two names are very fine collections, both nearing completeness, 
and what is lacking in one line, being better represented bythe other. After 
weighing the deficiencies in each your Committee have awarded the first pri 
of a silver medal to the collection entered under the name of “Caliph” ar 
awarded the bronze medal to “‘ Nemesis.” The remaining collections are 
both interesting and show considerable care ; but the plan on which “ Pacific ” 
is arranged in one of Mr. Rich's Monographs on American Telegrapl 
valuable and interesting that your Committee considers it entitled to honor- 


able mention. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joun W. Scort 


P. F. BRUNE! 






Upon opening the envelopes containing the names of the exhibitors 1 
was found that the silver medal had been awarded to Mr. Joseph S. Rich, 
and the bronze medal to Mr. H. E. Deats, that the collection entered under 
the name of “ Pacific’’ was the property of Mr. John N. Luff, and that Mr. 
George L. Toppan had entered his collection under the name of “ Northern 
Mutual.” 

The report of the judges was accepted with thanks, 

The following judges were appointed to award the medals of the next 
competition (Porto Rico), to be held on Feb. 8th. 

J. C. Morgenthau, P. F. Bruner, J. W. Scott and due notice is hereby 
given that all exhibits are to be sent to Mr. J. C. Morgenthau, 87 Nassau St., 
at least two days before the date of exhibitions, 

Adjourned at 9.35 P. M. 

ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary 

























